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the  Society)  preach’d  at  the  Opening  of  the  Coon., 
Infirmary  at  Northampton,  on  Thttrfday,  March  29,  r  744* 

2.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Holme's  Sermon,  preach  d  at  the 
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«  Xhe  Rev.  Mr.  Layng’s  Sermon,  preach  &  at  the 

Anniverfary  Meeting,  Sept.  22,  1746. 
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n  Before  the  Foundation  of  the  Infirmary,  *  Sermon,  with  a 

A-  vrL  to  the  Defan  was  preach'd  at  the  Differ,  ung  Meeting -Houft  in 
peculiar  Reference  to  the  Dejtgn  wa  F  W(h-d  at  the  Reauejl  of  tbefe 

J.  Wau?h  -  LOnd°ni  ^ 

bj  \V.  Dicey,  *»  Northampton— /&  R  ref  rut  as  of  -  •  a  i 


PSALMxc.  1 6,  17. 

Let  thy  Work  appear  unto  thy  Servants , 
and  thy  Glory  unto  their  Children. 
And  let  the  Beauty  of  the  Lord  our 
God  he  upon  us  :  And  ejlablijh  thou 
the  Work  of  our  Hands  upon  us ; 
yea,  the  Work  of  our  Hands 
ejlablijh  thou  it. 

THIS  Pfalm  is  thought  to  have  been  a 
Meditation  of  Mofes,  when  the  Ifraelites 
had  offended  fo  highly  againft  God  in 
the  Wildernefs,  that  he  doom’d  them  to  die  in 
the  Place  of  their  Sojourning,  without  arriving 
at  the  Land  of  Promife.  {a)  Accordingly,  the 
Sacred  Writer  prays  to  God,  That  the  People 
may  lay  this  Punishment  ferioufly  to  Heart ;  (v.  1 2 ) 
and  that,  upon  their  Repentance,  he  would  be 
mov’d  to  relpite  his  heavy  Difpleafure  againft, 
and  reftore  his  Loving  Kindnels  to  them  and  to 
their  Pofterity:  Particularly,  that  he  would 
ftill  give  a  Demon  fixation  to  all  the  World  of 
his  determin’d  Purpofe  to  accomplish  the  Great 
Work ,  which  he  fware  to  their  Fore-Father 

.  Abraham 


{a)  Numb.  xiv.  29,  30. 


t  ( ? ) 

Abraham  to  do  for  his  Defcendants  j  (a)  by 

bringing  their  Children  into  the  Land  of  Canaan  t 
And  that,  in  purfuance  thereof,  he  would  dired 
their  Counfels,  and  profper  their  Arms,  till  all 
their  Endeavours  in  the  glorious  Gaufe,  in  which 
he  had  engag’d,  them  fhould  be  crown’d  with  the 
compleateft  Vidory  and  Succefs. 

But  if  the  Words  of  my  Text  fhould  be 
allow’d  primarily  to  refer  to  this  particular 
Event ;  yet  (like  all  other  Portions  of  Scripture) 
they  were  undoubtedly  defign’d  to  convey  a 
Dodrine  of  univerfal  Importance  to  Men  of 
every  Age  and  Nation,  and  in  every  Circum- 
llance  of  Life ;  which  was  this.  That  all  Works 
calculated  to  promote  the  Honour  of  God,  and 
the  Good  of  Mankind,  are  originally  to  be 
afcrib’d  to  that  Supreme  Being,  whofe  infinite 
Wifdom  at  firft  plans  the  Defign,and  whofe  infinite 
Power  carries  it  into  Execution,  according  to  the 
mighty  (tho’  often  invifible)  Operation  of  him 
who  worketb  all  T kings  after  the  Counfel  of  his 
own  Will,  fi)  And,  further,  that,  in  Subordi¬ 
nation  to,  and  by  Powers  deriv’d  from  Him, 
Man,  as  an  inferior  Agent,  is  obliged  faithfully 
and  ftrenuoufly  to  co-operate  with  this  Sovereign 
Caufe ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  repofe  his  Trail 
in,  and  fend  up  his  Prayers  to  him  for  Succefs. 
So  may  God  grant  him  his  Heart's  Defre ,  and 
fulfil  all  his  Mind,  (c) 

To 


(a)  Numb.  xiv.  \6.  (b)  Eph.  i.  11.  (c)  Pf.  xx.  4. 


(  3  ) 

To  apply  this  Obfervation  to  Ourfelves.  We 
are  here  aflembled  together  to  lupport  an 
Inftitution  lately  begun  among  us  a  COUNTY 
INFIRMARY  for  the  Sick  and  Lame  Poor  • 
and_  (in  Conformity  to  the  Example  of  the 
inlpii  d  Author  of  my  Text)  have  fought  by 
earned:  Piayer  to  engage  Cod  Almighty  to 
elpoufe  and  promote  the  fame,  by  vouchfafino- 
his  Bleffing  upon  fuch  Methods,  as  we,  in  our 
feveral  Capacities,  fhall  ufe  for  that  Purpofe. 

Now,  our  Hopes  of  Succefs,  in  this  Appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  muft  depend 
upon  thefe  two  Points,  which,  therefore,  "ready 
deferve  our  ferious  Confideration :  ’  b  ' 

First,  That  we  be  affined,  upon  "ood 
Grounds,  that  the  Undertaking  we  intereft 
ourfelves  in,  is  really  God’s  Work :  For, 
otherwise,  we  cannot  exped  that  he  fhould 
n^ke  it  appear ,  openly  patronize,  and 
effeduate  it,  unto  us,  and  unto  cur  Children. 

Secondly,  That  we  lincerely  and  diligently 
ufe  all  fuch  lawful  Means,  as,  in  Human 
Appearance,  are  moil  likely  to  promote 
this  Work  :  For,  without  this  Condition 
our  Praying  that  God  would  eftablilh  the 
Work  oj  our  Hands  upon  us,  will  be  fo  far 
from  engaging  his  Favour,  that  it  will  be 
an  Affront  and  Mockery  to  him. 


That 


That  this  may  be  efteem’d  God's  Work,  as 
what  he  at  firft  fuggefted,  what  he  .highly 
approves,  and  what  he  will  therefore  cherifh  by 
his  Providential  Care,  may,  I  hope,  be  cleared 
up  by  the  following  Con fi derations. 

x.  As  every  good  and  every  perfect  Gtfty 
every  Kind  of  Wifdom  and  ufeful  Knowledge, 
is  jrom  Above ;  ($)  fo  it  ieems  agreeable  to 
Reafon  to  conclude,  That  that  Branch  of  it, 
particularly,  which  relates  to  the  Preferving  the 
Life  of,  and  curing  the  Maladies  incident  to  the 
Human  Species,  came  down  originally  from 
God,  the  benign  Author  of  Nature,  whofe 
tender  Mercies  are  over  all  his  Works .  (b) 

God  (as  the  Apocryphal  Writer  {c)  expreffeth 
it)  made  not  Death, '  and  (according  to  his 
gracious  Intention)  the  Generations  oj  the  World 
would  have  always  continued  healthful :  (^/) 
But,  thro 5  Envy  of  the  Devil ,  feducing  Man 
to  Sin,  came  Death  into  the  World .  if)  The 
deadly  Forfeiture  was  incmTd  the  very  Infont 
that  the  Offence,  upon  which  it  was  denounc’d, 
was  committed.  But  God,  wno  has  no  Plea * 
Jure  in  the  Death  of  him  that  dieth ,  (f)  gracioufly 
def err’d  the  full  Execution  of  the  Sentence  to  a 
more  diftant  Period ;  or  rather,  Divine  Mercy 
allowed  Man  to  dilcharge  gradually,  by  feveral 

Payments  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  the  Debt,  which 

Divine 


(a)  James  i.  17.  (1)  PC  cxlv.  9.  (c)  Wifd.  i.  13,  14. 

(d)  Wifd.  ii.  24.  [e)  Rom.  v.  21.  (f)  Ezek.  xvm.  32. 


Ki ;  .  .  is) 

Divine  Juftice  was  concern’d  not  to  remit. 
This  feems  to  be  implied  in  the  very  Terms  of 
the  penal  Sandtion,  In  the  Day  that  thou  eateji 
thereof,  thou  (halt  furely  die ;  (a)  or  (as  it  is  in 
the  Original)  Dyings  thou  thalt  die :  i.e,  ‘  From 

*  the  In  if  ant  thou  fhalt  tranfgrels  this  Injundtion, 
by  eating  of  the  Tree  of  the  Knowledge  of 
Good  and  Evil,  thou  fhalt  contradf  a  Mortal 

*  Infirmity :  Thou  fhalt  become  not  only 
5  inevitably  fubjebt  once  to  die ,  but  fhalt 
£  adtually  begin  to  die  daily.  Thy  Confti- 
£  tution  fhall  be  liable  to  be  Wafted  by  the 

*  repeated  Attacks  of  Sicknefs  and  Pains,  pro- 
5  ceeding  from  the  Indifpofition  of  thy  Blood 

*  within,  or  from  the  violent  Impreflion  of 
the  Bodies  which  furround  thee  from  without. 

*  And  if  thou  canft  bear  up  againft  this  Train 
of  Evils  for  any  confiderable  Time,  yet  the 

‘  incurable  Difeafe  of  Old  Age  fhall  certainly 
4  accomplifh  thy  Doom,  and  fend  thee  back 

to  tne  Durt,  out  of  which  thou  wer’t 

*  taken.’ 

Now,  this  being  the  melancholy  Situation  of 
Man  after  the  Fall,  as  God  had  refpited  his 
final  Diffolution  for  a  Time,  his  Goodnefs,  and 
his  Wifdom,  which  always  adapts  Means  to  their 
End,  leem  to  require,  'that,  until  that  Time 
fhould  arrive,  he  fhould  be  furnifh’d  with  proper 
Medicinal  Helps  for  redreffing  or  alleviating  the 

B  fad 


(*)  Gen.  ii.  17. 


{6} 

lad  Appendages  of  Mortality  above  defcrib’d. 
But  t^ie  Forming  a  Syftem  of  Medicines,  by 
Human  Sagacity  alone,  requir’d  both  a  compe¬ 
tent  Acquaintance  with  the  Qualities  of  the 
Products  of  Nature  |  and  alio  Obfervations 
drawn  from  many  previous  Cafes,  to  direct  him 
in  applying  thole  Materials  to  any  falutary 
Purpofe.  Now,  the  Former  of  thefe  could  be 
obtain’d  only  by  Experiments,  fome  one  of 
which  might  have  prov’d  fatal  to  him ;  the 
Latter,  till  Men  were  multiplied  upon  the  Earth, 
could  not  poffibly  have  been  obtain’d  at  all. 
Had  therefore  our  Original  Progenitors  been 
fupply’d  with  no  other  Means  of  Cure,  the  firft 
Indifpofition  or  Accident  might  have  put  an  End 
to  their  Being ;  or,  at  leaft,  fo  far  impair’d  their 
Conftitution,  as  to  have  endanger’d  the  Propa¬ 
gation,  or  affedted  the  Health  of  Pofterity ;  and 
thereby  defeated  the  many  excellent  Purpofes 
the  Divine  ©economy  had  to  ferve  by  the 
Longevity  of  the  Earlieft  of  our  Race.  There¬ 
fore,  iince  God,  who  is  fet  forth  in  Scripture 
as  faving,  or  preferring,  both  Man  and  Beajl ,  (a) 
has  been  pleas’d  to  diredt  the  Latter  to  proper 
Remedies  for  their  Health,  by  a  certain  Principle, 
which  we  call  Inftindi \  fuperadded  to  their 
Natural  Faculties ;  it  feems  reafonable  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  Former 
without  a  proportionable  Affiftance  ;  but  would 
,  vouchfafe 


(#)  Pi.  xxxvi.  6. 


/ 


vouchfafe  him  fome  (a)  fupernatural  Suggestion 

B  -2  lor 


[a)  The  Authority  of  many  JevoiJh  and  Chriftian  Do$Grs 
gives  Countenance  to  the  Notion  of  a  fupernatural  Suggeftion  in 
general  vouchfafed  to  Man  with  regard  to  Medicine;  tho’  the 
Principle  upon  which  they  found  it,  viz.  Adam's  giving  Names 
to  all  Creatures  expreffive  of  their  real  Natures  and  effential 
Properties,  may  be  liable  to  fome  Exceptions. 

This  Opinion  is  further  encouraged  by  ieveral  Precepts  deliver’d 
by  God  himfelf  in  the  Ceremonial  Law  of  Mofes ,  ( viz.  Thofe 
prohibiting  the  Eating  of  Blood,  Swine’s  Flefh,  &c.  and  others 
enjoining  frequent  Bathing,  Wafhings,  Shaving,  &c  )  which 
(befides  their  figurative  Intention)  are  allow’d  to  have  been 
defign’d  for  preferving  the  Health  of  thofe,  who  were  to 
obferve  them. 

Further,  we  find,  that,  under  this  Difpenfation,  God  referv'd 
the  Leprofy,  a  very  fevere  and  almoft  epidemical  Difeafe  in  the 
Eajiern  Countries,  (vid.  Dr.  Mead' sMed.  Sac.de  Lepra,  c.  2)  for  his 
own  immediate  Cognizance,  having  been  pleas’d  himfelf  to 
prefcribe  the  Manner  in  which  it  ffiould  be  treated  by  the 
Priefls.  Lev.  xiv.  4. 

Add  to  this.  That  in  fucceeding  Ages  (even  after  Phyfick 
became  a  regular  Profeffion)  in  extraordinary  Cafes,  as  the 
Sicknefs  of  Kings,  and  other  eminent  Perfons,  Application  was 
us’d  to  be  made  to  God  himfelf,  by  the  Mediation  of  the 
Prophets.  (1  Kings  xiv.  2.  2  Kings  viii.  8.)  The  Cures, 

indeed,  wrought  in  fuch  Cafes  were  generally  perform’d  by  the 
Prayers  only  of  the  Prophets:  Yet,  on  fome  Occafions,  we  find 
thefe  infpir’d  Perfons  prescribing  outward  Means,  which  fome- 
times  were  fuch,  as  could  have  no  natural  Efficacy  towards  curing 
their  Difeafe,  but  were  only  defign’d  as  Trials  of  the  Faith  and 
Obedience  of  the  Patient :  As  when  Elijha  commanded  Naaman 
to  dip  himfelf  feven  Times  in  the  River  Jordan ,  2  Kings  v.  10. 
At  other  Times  their  Prefcriptions  were  properly  Medicinal :  Thus 
IJaiah  commanded  a  Lump  of  Figs  to  be  applied  to  Hezekiah' s 
Malady  (2  Kings  xx,)  which,  if  it  was  an  hard  Swelling  (as  our 
Tranflators  take  it  to  have  been,  by  their  rendering  it,  A  Boil ) 
might  be  foften’d  and  ripen’d  by  fuch  an  Application  (fee  Patrick 
in  hoc.)  Or  if  it  was  an  Ulcer  occafion’d  by  a  Fever  (which  is 
Dr.  Mead's  Opinion,  Med.  Sac.  p.  32)  a  Cataplafm  of  thefe 
Materials  would  contribute  greatly  towards  promoting  a 

Suppuration, 


the  fame  important  Purpofe :  According  to  the 
Sentiment  of  the  Wife  Son  of  Sirach ,  That. 
Of  the  Mali  High  cometh  Healing  ( a ) — And  that 
cIhe  Lord  hath  created  Medicines  out  of  the 
Earth,  and  hath  alfo  given  Men  Skill,  that  he 
might  he  honour'd  in  his  marvelous  Works.  With 
Juch  doth  he  heal  Man,  and  taketh  away  their 
Pains  (b) 

Tow,  sf  the  Science  of  Medicine  feems  to 
have  been  at  mil  deriv’d  from  God ;  then, 
whatever  tends  to  give  this  gracious  Inditution 
a  more  diffufive  Influence,  and  thereby  renders 
it  more  beneficial  to  Mankind,  inuft  be  allow’d 

in 

Suppuration,  and  therefore  was  very  proper  in  this  Cafe  :  Tho’ 
ftill  the  Speedinefs  of  the  Cure  rnufl  undoubtedly  be  afcrib’d  to 
the  fupernatural  Power  of  God. 

As  tor  the  Sentiments  of  the  Heathens  on  this  Point ;  we  find 
the  Egyptians  afcribed  the  Invention  of  Medicine  to  their  Kings 
of  the  firft  Race,  who  were  their  Gods,  viz.  lfis>  Ofiris,  and 
Serapis  ;  or  rather  to  their  jEZj'culapius,  or  Toforthus ,  the  immediate 
Succeffor  of  Menes ,  or  Mlfravn ,  the  Grandfon  of  Noah,  in  the 
Jvingdom  of  Memphis.  ( Marcham  Can .  p  3 g,  &c.)  And, 
accordingly,  the  antient  Books  of  their  Phyfjck  were  efteem’d  a 
Part  of  their  Sacred  Records,  and  were  carried  about  in  their 
Procefiions,  by  an  Order  of  their  Priells,  call’d  Pajiophori .  See 
Authorities  in  Shuckford's  Connec.  Vol.  II.  p.  361. 

I  he  Greeks  and  Romans ,  who  deriv’d  their  Theology,  as  well 
as  their  other  Learning,  from  the  Egyptians ,  adopted  this  Opinion 
of  theirs  likewiie  concerning  the  Divine  Origin  of  this  Science 
attributing  the  Invention  of  it  to  Phmhus,  or  the  Sun,  their 
greacefi  {and,  according  to  Macrcldus ,  their  only)  Deity. 

For  the  Greek  Writers,  fee  the  Authorities  of  Hippocrates,  Sec. 
In  LeCZerc' s  Hijl.  de  la  Medicin.  c.  2,  For  the  Latins ,  That  of 
fully  may  fuffice  ;  who,  fpeaking  of  this  Art,  fays, 

Ejus  U tpit as  Deorum  imwortaliuni  Invention!  dedicata  ejl . 

Tufc.  Qnaeft.  L.  3.  Sec.  i, 
(a)  Ecclus.  xxxviii.  2.  [h]  Ecclus.  iv.  6,  7.' 


(  9  ) 

in  a  qualified  Senfe,  to  claim  the  fame  Divine 
Original,  and  may  juftly  be  called  God's  Work, 

In  the  fir  ft  Ages,  before  the  Prevailing  of 
Luxury  in  the  World,  the  Cafes  that  requir’d 
Medicinal  Relief  may  be  fuppos’d  to  have  been 
more  rare,  and  alfo  more  Ample  than  thofe 
which  have  happen’d  in  later  Times.  On  the 
other  Hand,  the  Products  of  Nature  in  thofe 
Parts  of  the  Earth,  which  were  firft  inhabited, 
abounded  with  juices  of  a  more  exalted  Virtue 
than  thofe  found  in  colder  Regions.  A  few 
Specifics  were  all  the  Materials,  and  a  few 
traditionary  Directions,  obtain’d,  like  the  former, 
with  no  Trouble  or  Expence,  were  the  Rules 
of  the  Phyfician’s  Practice.  And,  as  this  Care 
(with  That  of  Prefiding  in  Domeftick  Sacrifices) 
would  naturally  be  entrufted  with  the  Heads  of 
Families,  whofe  Age  might  give  them  Expe- 
tience,  and  their  Relation  Fendernefs  and 
Authority,  thofe  primitive  Difpenfers  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  as  they  had  freely  receiv'd ,  fo  were  they 
able  eafily,  and  could  afford  freely  to  communi— 
cate  the  Heavenly  Gift  to  all  in  general,  who 
flood  in  need  of  their  Aflifiance. 

But  different  from  this  was  the  Condition  of 
fucceedmg  Generations  of  IVIankmd  *,  Very 
different  is  ours  in  particular,  upon  whom  (with 
regard  to  Time)  the  Ends  of  the  World  arc 
come-,  and  who  (with  refpect  to  our  Situation) 
aie  not  oniy  fubjecl  to  a  great  Intemperature  of 
Climate,  as  an  Jfland,  but  are  alfo  far  remov’d 

from 


(  10  ) 

from  the  invigorating  Influence  of  the  Sun ;  and2 
comequently,  require  coftly  Drugs  to  be  brought 
to  us  from  far  diftant  Parts  of  the  Globe,  as 
Antidotes  for  thofe  Maladies,  whofe  Seeds  were 
probably  imported  from  the  fame  Quarter. 
Befides,  the  Knowledge  of  applying  thofe  Drugs 
with  Succefs  cannot  now  be  acquir’d  without  a 
long  Courfe  of  preparatory  Studies ;  and  mull 
confequently,  be  confin'd  to  a  few  Perfons,  who 
may  reafonably  expect  to  liye  of  the  Profeffion 
of  a  Science,  which  they  perhaps  have 
expended  a  great  Part  of  their  Fortune  to  acquire. 
From  hence  it  will  unavoidably  follow,  that  a 
large  and  very  valuable  Part  of  our  Species,  the 
Induftrious  Poor,  mu  ft  frequently  be  negiedted 
in  the  ordinary  Adminiftration  of  this  ufeful 
Art ;  and  be  left  (as  the  Wife  Jewifh  Writer  (a) 
exprefires  it)  without  Herb ,  or  mollifying  Plaijler , 
to  rejlore  ther/i  to  their  Health ,  when  chaflened 
with  Sickmfs  upon  their  Beds ,  and  the  Multitude 
of  their  Bones  with  flrong  Pains,  (a) 

But,  by  the  Inftitution  of  Publick  INFIR¬ 
MARIES,  the  gracious  Provifion  of  Heaven 
for  the  Sick  is,  in  fome  Meafure,  re-eftablifh'd 
upon  its  original  extenfive  Foundation.  The 
Divine  Science  of  Medicine  now  arifes  with 
redoubled  Force  and  Beauty,  and  (like  the  Sun, 
her  fabled  Author)  darts  her  benign  Influence 
indifcriminatdy  on  the  whole  Face  of  Nature. 
Her  falutary  Beams,  now,  not  only  vifit  the 

lofty 


(a)  Wild,  xvi.  12.  (h)  job  xxxiii.  19, 
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lofty  Mountains  and  the  Cedars  of  Libanus ;  not 
only  relieve  the  Great,  the  Rich,  and  Noble  of 
this  World,  who  languifh  (as,  alas !  They  may) 
in  ftately  Palaces  upon  Beds  of  Down  ;  but  they 
defcend,  familiar,  to  the  humble  Vallies,  to 
cheei  the  broke?i  Reed^  and  the  Hyjjop  that 
Jpringetb  out  of  the  Wall ;  to  reftore  Health  to 
him  that  tilleth  the  Ground or  that  abideth 
among  the  Sheep-Folds ,  and  who  (literally 
ipeaking)  inhabiteth  a  Tenement  of  Clay . 

Further  Evidences  of  the  Point  before  us 
may  be  drawn  from  the  Agreeablenels  of  our 

prefent  Undertaking  to  the  Nature  and  Will  of 
God. 

And,  firft,  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Sacred 
Oracles,  when  they  would  give  us  any  more 
than  ordinary  pompous  Difplay  of  the  Perfections 
of  the  Deity,  always  enlarge  with  a  peculiar 
Emphafis  upon  his  Mercy  and  Good-Will 
towards  Men.  {a)  Particularly,  How  does  that 
adorable  Being  delight  to  exhibit  himfelf  under 
the  amiable  Character  of  the  ($)  Friend  and 

Patron 


(a)  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  Numb.  xiv.  ig.  Deut.  x.  17,  ig. 

{f)  The  Heathens  feem  to  have  had  a  Notion,  that  Strangers 
and  the  Poor,  including  under  thofe  Denominations  all  the 
didreis  d  Part  of  the  Human  Species,  bore  a  peculiar  Relation 
to  Heaven. 

FT A/Cf  0C7T£t,l/TZ; 

T_ ~fvo{  Tijlrwyoi  TS  —  Homer.  Qdyff.  z,  V.  207, 
Ecu  A/of,  of  Sums  iKtfmri  re  ySf  vvspiya. 

afcribM  t0 
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Patron  of  the  Airlifted  ;  either  hy  his  gracious 
Providence  preferving  his  faithful  Servants,  that 
no  Evil  befall  them,  nor  any  Plague,  Mifchance, 
or  Sicknefs,  come  nigh  their  Dwelling ;  (a)  or 
(if,  for  wife  Reafons,  he  permits  luch  Trials  to 
come  upon  them)  making  (or  turnings  with  a 
Defign  to  fmooth  and  foften)  all  their  Bed  in 
their  Sicknefs  ?  (b)  An  Idea,  comprehending 
every  Inftance  of  Tendernefs  and  Companion, 
which  can  be  fhewn  to  Perfons  in  that  uneaiy 
Situation  ?  And  what  greater  Encouragement 
can  we  have  to  conclude,  that  he  favourably 
alloweth,  yea,  highly  approveth  of,  that  Chari¬ 
table  Inditution ,  which  we  are  affembled  to 
promote  ?  An  lnJlitutiony  whereby  we  (in 
humble  Imitation  of  his  Example,  and  in 
Obedience  to  his  Commands)  endeavour  to 
bind  up  that  which  was  broken ,  and  to  Jlrengthen 
that  which  was  fick  !  (c)  To  become  Eyes  to  the 
Blind ,  and  Feet  to  the  Lame ,  and  Fathers  to  the 
Poor ;  bringing  the  Blejing  of  them  that  were 
ready  to  penfh  upon  usy  and  caufing  the  Heart  of 
the  Widow  y  and  of  every  poor  afflicted  Soul, 

that  receives  Comfort  from  our  Contributions* 

* 

to  frig  for  Joy  !  (d) 

Again,  as  God  is  a  Being  of  infinite  Purity 
and  Holinefs  in  himfelf,  he  muft  neceffanly  be 
pleas’d  with  whatever  has  a  natural  Tendency 
to  produce  thofe  Difpofrdons  in  his  Creatures  t 

And 

{a)  Pf.  xci.  3,  6,  10.  Pf.  xxxiv.  20,  &e.  [b)  Pf.  xli.  3.  See 
alto  Pf.  cxlvi.  8S  &c.  (c)  Ezek.  xxxiv.  16.  (d)  Job  xxix.  15,  &C. 
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And  where  can  This  be  more  demon  ftrahly 
vifible,  than  in  the  Appointment  of  thefe  Houfes 
of  Mercy,  where  the  Poor ,  befides  the  Aflift- 
ance  of  fkilful  Perfons  for  the  Curing  of  their 
Bodily  Difcalcs,  have  alfo  the  Gofpel  preached 
unto  them ,  and  are  led  to  the  Great  Phsfician 

who  has  made  HIS  OWN  BLOOD  the  Balm 
of  our  Spiritual  Wounds,  and  the  Cordial  of  our 
tainting  and  defponding  Souls  ?  And  what  Mul¬ 
titudes  are  there,  who,  having  been  reform’d  by 
the  Godly  Difcipline  obfeiVd  in  our  INFIR¬ 
MARIES,  have  juflly  acknowledg’d  with  the 
I  falmift,  That  it  is  good  for  them  that  they 
have  been  ajfhdled,  that  they  might  learn  God  s 
Statutes?  (b)  Multitudes!  who,  finding  them- 
Lives,  with  refpedt  to  their  Souls  as  well  as 
Bodies,  made  whole ,  have  gone  their  Way,  with 
a  pious  Refolution  to  fin  no  more.  (o 

Lastly,  fince  the  Inftitution  of  Civil 
Society  is  the  Ordinance  of  God ,  (d)  whatever 
apparently  promotes  the  Wealth  and  Profperity 
ot  fuch  Bodies,  coincides  with  the  yracions 

L  Purpofe, 

„  takenof  Souls  of  the  Sick  Poor  in 

our  INFIRMARY  by  the  Clergy  of  the  Town,  who  vifit  them 
upon  all  Occafions,  every  particular  Patient,  at  his  Entrance, 

W  3|  P.uf,  jnt0  hls  Harid  by  the  Chairman  of  the 

Weekly  Board,  id  titl’d,  A  Friendly  Letter  to  a  Patient  Ml 

admtttedtnto  an  INFIRMARY,  written  by  my  worthy  Friend 

•Dr.  Stonboufe.  A  Performance  fo  much  approved  of'  by  the 

°a“  *  A°-r  rof‘&‘f‘nS  fbrijiian  Knowledge,  as  to  have  been 
aoopted  into  the  Number  of  the  Treatifes  which  they  judge 

True  RelfgionCa  C“  ^  Revival  a"d  Advance™c»'  of 

d)  Pf.  cxix.  71,  (r)  John  y.  14..  Rom,  xiii.  2, 
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Purpofe,  and  muft  be  agreeable  to  the  Will  of 
the  Deity. 

But  what  can  more  contribute  to  thcfe  good 
Effeds,  than  the  Eftablifliment  now  before  us, 
whereby  great  Numbers  of  the  Induftrious 
Poor,  who  are  juftly  e (teem’d  the  Strength  and 
Bulwark  of  a  Nation,  have  the  Ufe  of  their 
Limbs  reftor’d,  and  their  Conftkutions  redified 
by  proper  Medicines  and  Care,  that  they  are 
again  ftrong  to  labour ,  and  able  to  purfue  their 
refpedive  Fundions  for  the  public  Utility,  as 
before  ? — Nay,  I  beg  Leave  to  add  from  the 
foregoing  Article,  that  it  may  be  hop'd  they  will 
generally  be  fent  forth  from  thefe  Places  (o 
much  improv’d  in  their  Notions  of  Religion, 
and  the  Social  Duties  of  Life,  that  they  will 
return  to  their  feveral  Stations  in  the  Commu¬ 
nity  more  ufeful  Members  of  it,  than  they 
•were  before. 

But  my  prefent  Argument  calls  upon  me  to 
proceed  to  the  ftrong  Support  it  receives  from  the 
Goipel-Revelation,  which  was  deiign’d  to  teach 
Men  the  good,  and  acceptable ,  and  perfect  Will 
of  God ,  [a)  and  to  make  them  thoroughly 
jurniflSd  unto  all  Good  Works.  ( b ) 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  begin  with 
Gbferving,  That  there  is  no  Part  of  the  Mejfiati s 
Character  more  ftrongly  touch'd,  than  that 
which  defcribes  him  in  general,  The  Comforter  of 
all  that  mourn  :  Who  was  to  give  unto  them 


I0)  Rom.  xii>  2.  (b)  2  Tim.  iu.  17. 


Beatify  for  Afhes^  and  the  Oil  of  ffoy  for 
Mourning ,  the  Garment  of  Praife  for  the  Spirit 
of  Heavinefs .  [a)  And  more  exprefly,  That  when 
this  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  fhould  arife  with 
Healmg  in  his  Wings ,  (b)  the  Eyes  of  the  Blind 
(in  a  Literal  as  well  as  Spiritual  Senfe)  fhould  be 
open'd ,  and  the  Ears  of  the  Deaf  unftop’d  :  The 
Lame  Man  fhould  leap  as  an  Hart ,  and  the  Tongue 
of  the  Dumb fing .  f) 

Accordingly,  when  that  Bleflfed  Perfon 
actually  appear’d  in  the  World,  what  was  his 
whole  Miniftry  while  he  abode  in  it,  but  one 
continued  Courfe  of  ( d )  going  about  doing  good ; 
efpecially  ( e )  healing  all  Manner  of  Sicknefs ,  and 
all  Manner  of  Difeafe  among  the  People  ?  And 
the  fame  moft  diffuflve  Benevolence  (particu¬ 
larly  that  (f)  Branch  of  it  now  before  us)  which 
his  Divine  Example  recommended,  how  ftrongly 
do  his  Precepts  enjoin  to  all  who  would  be  his 
Difciples  ?  And  laftly,  by  what  perfuafive 
Motives  has  he  endeavour’d  to  excite  us  to  the 
Pra&ice  of  this  great  Duty  ? — Motives  of  all 
others  the  moft  powerful  to  engage  the  Human 
Heart  [-—even  no  lefs  than  the  (g)  Promife  of 
everlafting  Happinefs  in  his  Father’s  Kingdom 
in  Heaven. 

Th  ese  Obligations  our  Blefled  Lord  impos’d 
upon  every  ordinary  Chriftian  with  regard  to 

C  2  the 

{&)  Ifai,  1x1.  2a  3,  {b)  Mai.  iv.  2.  (<r)  Ifai.  xxxv.  5,  6. 

comp.  Math.  xi.  4,  5.  and  Luke  vii.  21.  {d)  Ads  x.  38. 

( e )  Math,  iv,  23,  (jj  Loke  x  37.  (g)  Math,  xxv,  35,  &c* 
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tlie  ordinary  Means  of  preferving  and  fuccouring 
the  Life  and  Limbs  of  their  Brethren.  But 
further,  To  evince  how  confiderable  a  Part  this 
Kind  of  Charity  was  to  bear  in  the  Evangelical 
Difpenfation,  he  clofely  connected  the  miraculous 
Gift  of  Healing  the  Sick  with  the  great  Duty  of 
F reaching  the  Gofpel  in  the  feveral  (a)  Com- 
miffions  he  gave  to  his  Difciples  while  he  was 
upon  Earth :  And  after  his  Afcenfion  into 
Heaven,  among  the  other  fupernatural  Endow¬ 
ments,  which  he  judg’d  neceffary  for  the 
Propagation  and  Support  of  his  Religion  in  the 
World,  he  fhed  forth  this  abundantly  on  the 
Perfons  of  the  Apoftle? ;  and  (if  we  may  credit 
the  concurrent ,  and,  in  my  humble  Opinion, 
indubitable  Teftimony  of  Ecclefiaftical 
Writers)  continued  it  in  fome  confiderable 
Degree  in  the  Church  till  the  fourth  Century  5 
when  his  Religion  began  to  fuck  the  Breafis  of 
Kings ,  (b)  and  gain’d  a  Civil  Eftablifhment  in 
the  Roman  Empire. 

But  befides  (and  even  during  the  Subfift- 
ance  of )  thefe  extraordinary  Powers  of  Healing, 
there  feems  to  have  been  always  a  regular 
Provifian  for  the  Sick  Poor  upon  the  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Eftablifhment  (c)  (I  mean,  adminifter’d 

by 

(a)  Math.  x.  7,  8.  Luke  ix.  2.  and  x.  8,  9.  Mark  xvi,  i-8. 
(t)  Ifai.  Ix.  16. 

(c)  Whatever  Provifion  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Church  for  PerJbns  in  Dilirefs,  the  Sick  Poor  muft  undoubtedly 
be  included  in  the  Number  of  chofe,  who  were  to  partake  of  it. 

Now 
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by  Perfons,  and  fupported  by  the  Revenues 
devoted  to  the  Service  of  the  Church.)  And 
after  thofe  Powers  were  totally  withdrawn 
there  ordinary  Charities  (befides  their  orio-inal 
Appointments)  receiv’d  very  confiderable  Aug¬ 
mentations  from  the  Liberality  of  private 
Benefactors  ;  there  being  Inftances  of  feme  who 

founded 


M  a  Daily  Miration  and  Tables,  i.  e.  a  regular 

Maintenance,  appointed  for  Widows  even  in  the  Apoltles  Time 

'  if S*\ 4  1  and  °rder  °f  Sacred  Pen/ons,  call’d  Deacons’ 
anfhtuted  to  attend  them.  Some  Learned  Men  would  likewife 

Have  Mercy  (Rom.x u.  8,  &c.)  and  Helps  (i  Cor.'x ii.  28)  to 
re  er  to  the  Attendance  on  the  Sick,  Impotent,  &c.  in  Hofpitals, 
Fe  [on  tbe  PIaces  above)  which  was  manag’d  (efpecially 
clurch^A  f°  Pati6ntS  °f  thdr  °Wn  SeX)  dLccLS  or 

Wreath  I0";.vnCrmS  Eleai°n  St'  ^  S'VCS 

Hovvever,  we  have  clear  Evidence  within  a  Century  or  two 
after  this  Time  of  anEftablifhment  of  this  Nature  for  one  Species 
of  dilfemper  d  Perfons,  w*.  Thofe  poffefs’d  of  evil  Spirits 
for  a  Religious  Order  of  Men,  call’d  ExorciBt,  appointed 

ofWpmd  'he  f  «d  f  the  thlrd.  ?entury’  were  fee  them  provided 
of  food  and  Suitenance,  while  they  continued  in  the  Church 

which  it  feems  was  the  chief  Place  of  their  Refidence  and’ 
Habitation.  ( Btngham  s  Antiq.  Vol.  II.  1.  4,  c  4) 

The  Expence  of  theft  Charitable  Inftitutions  was' defray’d  out 
of  the  Revenues  of  the  Church,  i.  the  Contributions  of  the 
firft  Converts  to  Cbnftiamty,  which  were  depofited  at  frit  in  the 

an  s  0  the  Apoltles,  and  dillributed  by  them  at  their 
Diicretion  to  every  Man  according  as  he  had  need  (Ads  iv  ji  ) 

It  continued  fo  under  the  Bifnops  their  Succeffon  for  fome  Time. 

at  at  length  the  Diftributson  was  fettled  by  certain  Rules ;  a 
third  or  fourth  Part  or  the  Ecclefiallical  Revenues  being 
appropriated  to  the  Ufes  above-mention’d.  (Bingh.  Antiq. 

hi  Rome  there  were  1500  Perfons  (befides  the  Clergy)  reliev’d 
by  tne  Church  m  tne  lime  of  Cornelius  ( A.  D.  25,  and  above 
3000  at  Antioch  m  the  Time  cf  Chryfifiom  (Bingh.  ibid.) 
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founded  INFIRMARIES  (a)  at  their  own 
Expence  within  the  early  Period  mention’d 
above. 

And  now  (to  clofe  this  Head,  as  my  Argu¬ 
ment  requires,  with  a  View  ot  thefe  primitive 
Eilabiifhments  in  a  Light  purely  Religious)  it 
rauft  be  remember’d,  that  in  thofe  Times  the 
Heathens ,  both  Greeks  and  Romans,  us’d  in  their 
Sicknefs  to  have  Recourfe  to  a  Damon,  whom 
they  call’d  JEfculapius  ;  and  that  his  Temples 
were  in.fome  Meafure  the  {b)  Public  Infirmaries 
in  thofe  Days.  Many  Cures  were  there  partly 

conter- 


(a)  To  that  of  St.  Bajil{  refer’d  to  in  Dr.  Bijhop' s  Sermon,  preach’d 
before  the  Governors  of  the  Northampton  INFIRMARY,  p.  7) 
I  lhall  beg  Leave  to  add  another,  which  perhaps  was  the  firil  of 
this  Kind  of  Eftabliihments^at  lead  in  the  Latin  Church)  founded 
by  the  Liberality  of  a  private  Perfon  for  the  Reception  of  all 
Manner  of  Patients  without  Diftin&ion,  being  properly  a  Public 
INFIRMARY.  This  is  that  of  Fabiola ,  mention’d  by  St. 
‘Jerome~«*~—Hezc  orr.nem  Cenfum  quern  habere  poterat  (erat  autem 
ampUJJimus  et  relpondens  Generi  ejus)  dilaptda^vit ,  ac  njendidit ;  et 
in  Pecuniam  congregatum  JJfibus  Pauperum  preparavit ,  et  prima 
omnium  N ojQKoy.etoy  injiituit ,  in  quo  ^Lgrotantes  colligeret  de 
Plateis,  et  conjufnpta  Languoribus  atqi  Inedia  Miferotum  Membra 
foveret.  Hiero?i<,  Epift.  ad  Ocean. 


( b )  Vid.  Arijloph.  Plutus ,  A£t.  3.  Sc.  2.  V.  666.  As  the 
Defcription  in  the  Author  here  refer’d  to,  tho’  highly  ludicrous, 
mult  yet  be  fuppos’d  to  have  been  founded  (in  general)  upon 
Matters  of  Fadt,  we  may  from  it,  in  Conjunction  with  other 
Authorities,  colledt  how  far  the  Affiftance  afforded  the  Sick  in  thofe 
Temples  fell  ihortofwhat  they  enjoy  in  our  INFIRMARIES, 
fi>iK.  That  the  former  extended  only  to  Prefcriptions,  or  fome- 
times  to  Medicinal  Applications  (ibid,.  V.  715)  and  Lodging 
(ib.  V.  662).  Rut  as  for  Diet,  (if  not  Attendance  too)  it 
feems  to  have  been  cuftomary  for  the  Patients  to  provide  that  for 
themfelves  (ib.V  .672)  or  to  have  itfupply’dby  their  Friends, 
during  their  Abode  in  thofe  facred  Receptacles. 

4 
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counterfeited  by  the  Impofture,  and  partly  really 
(a)  perform'd  by  the  Skill  of  his  Priests,  who 
generally  were  Physicians;  but  all  of ’them 
were  believ’d  to  be  wrought  by  the  Jnterpo- 
fition  of  the  Damon  himfelf.  This  Perfuafion 
could  not  fail  of  confirming  the  World  in 
Idolatry  and  Superftition ;  the  Devil  thus  taking 
Advantage  of  their  Bodily  Infirmities  to  enflave 

the 


(a)  The  Reality  of  fome  of  thefe  Cares  is  fo  unanimoufly 
attefted  by  Heathen  and  Chrijlian  Writers  (fee  Authorities 
Solledted  by  Mr.  IVeJlon ,  Differt.  on  fome  Miracles,  &c.  p,  222) 
that  m  my  Opinion,  they  are  not  to  be  queftioned  :  Yet  I  think 
Le.  C/er[  de  la  Medicine ,  1.  1 .  c.  20)  has  fhewn  how  they 

might  be  wrought  without  the  Interpofition  of  any  Supernatural 

7  °ZfrT  ±  0r  the  ^rie^s  jBfiulapius  were  Perfons  well-ikill’d 
mY>  generally  fpeaking,  Phyficians.  (See  Dr. 
.i-ead  s  Differt.  de  Num.  quihufd.)  And  (excepting  in  fome  few 
eaies,  where,  in  order  to  fupport  their  Credit  by  pretended 
miraculous  Powers,  they  fuborn’d  People  to  counterfeit  Difeafes 
they  never  had)  they  commonly  preferib’d  Remedies,  which 
would  operate  by  natural  Means  (Lomafin.  de  Donat  p  2Icl 
as  appears  by  three  of  the  four  Prefcriptions  on  the  Tablet 

which  once  hung  up  in  the  Temple  of  JEfcuIapius  at  Rome 
.(via.  lomaf.  p.  70.) 

Add  to  this  the  prodigious  Influence  thefe  Priefts  had  acquir’d 
over  their  Patients  by  perpetually  inculcating  into  them  in  the 
Day  l  ime  the  Cures  and  Infpirations  of  their  God  ;  which 
generally  had  fuch  a  ftrong  Effed  on  their  Imaginations  in  the 
ight,  vvhicn  they  ipent  in  his  Temples,  as  to  make  them  take 
their  Dreams  for  Vifions  or  Suggeftions 

lent  immediately  from  the  Damon.  *  How  *  Witnefs  an  Infer  ip- 
much  iuch  ftrong  Prepoffeffions  working  on  tton  on  a  Stone  mention’d 
the  Fancy,  and  the  Punctuality  with  which  by  T°mafln-  De  Don. 
they  difpos’d  the  Patients  to  fubmit  to  the  *'  "a’sclepio 
egimen  preferib’d  by  the  Priefts,  which  P.  AELIUS  POLLIO 
was  often  pretty  fevere,  (fee  Le  Clerc,  ibid.)  VIS  V  MONITVS 
might  contribute  to  their  Recovery  in  all  P°syiT. 

curaDle  Cafes,  mud  be  well  known  by  all  rid  ^7!  7'‘°f  7 
i^ho  are  converfant  in  Medicinal  Prafiice.  i  «krJutlm  m  mtb 


(  2°  ) 

die  Souls  of  Mankind,  Nothing  therefore 
could  he  better  calculated  to  fcounter-a£t  thele 
Devices  of  Satan  than  the  Chriftian  Inftitution 
of  Public  INFIRMARIES;  whereby  Multi¬ 
tudes  of  Perfens,  whootherwife  in  their  Sicknefs 
would  probably  have  applied  to  the  Powers  of 
Parknefs  for  Relief,  and  thereby  been  irretriev¬ 
ably  hound  in  the  Fetters  of  Spiritual  Bondage, 
were  fupplied  with  ready  Cures  for  their  Bodily 
Difeafes,  while  their  Souls  were  converted  to 
God  by  the  wholefome  Difcipline  of  Chriftianity . 
A  firoog  Argument  this  in  Favour  of  thefe 
Inflif  aliens ,  That,  tho5  they  were  to  accomplifh 
their  End's  by  ordinary  Human  Means,  yet  as 
.they  effectually  promoted  the  fame  gracious 
Ddign,  their  Origin  ought  to  be  aferib’d  to  the 
Suggeftioos  of  the  fame  God,  who  was  the 
Author  of  the  former  extraordinary  Vouchfafe- 
ments:  Even  "The  God  abundant  in  Goodnefs  and 
Tntff!  (a)— -The  God,  whole  Darling  Attribute 
is  Mercy  \~—Tbe  God ,  whole  Effence  is 
Love!  (b) 

To  thefe  Arguments,  which  prove  that 
Public  INFIRMARIES  in  general  are  God's 
Work ,  agreeable  to  his  Will,  and  confequently 
entitled  to  his  Favour  and  Support,  I  beg  Leave 
to  fubjoin  a  few  others,  drawn  from  Circurn- 
fiances,  fame  of  which  were  remarkably 
confpicuous  in,  and  others  peculiar  to  That 
eftablifh’d  among  us. 

Anb 

(a)  ExocL  xxxiv.  6,  ( b }  i  John  iv,  16. 
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And  firft,  was  it  not  of  God,  that  this  fair 
Offspring  of  Charity,  when  fhe  firft  appear’d 
among  us,  bow'd  the  Heart  of  a  Multitude  of 
Perfons,  in  other  Refpedts  unhappily  difunited 
among  themfelves,  as  the  Heart  of  one  Man ,  to 
efpoufe  and  promote  her  Interefts  ?  Not  only 
were  our  Party-Animofities  calmed  by  the 
Peace  of  God ,  which  ruled  in  our  Hearts ;  (a) 
but  even  Religious  Difcord  for  a  while  forgot 
her  innate  Evil  and  Malevolence.-— We  all 
agreed  to  take  jweet  Counfel  together  to  concert 
the  Plan  of  this  Work;  and  have  fince  (as  on 
this  Day)  often  walked  unto  the  Houfe  of  God 
in  Company ,  ( h )  to  give  him  Thanks  for  the 
Succefs  of  it  hitherto,  and  to  implore  his  Bleffing 
upon  it  for  the  future. 

The  next  Circumftance,  which  muft  occur 
to  our  Refleftion,  is,  The  Situation  of  Public 
Affairs;  when  this  Infiitution  was  firft  jet  on 
Foot  among  us That  it  was  at  a  Time, 
when  our  People  had  been  drain’d  by  heavy 
Taxes  neceflary  for  the  carrying  on  a  long  and 
expenfive  War  againft  the  Common  Enemy  of 
Ours ,  and  the  Liberties  of  Europe.  So  that 
what  St.  Paul  fays  of  the  Corinthians  may  be 
juftly  applied  to  the  firft  Encouragers  of  this 
Charity  in  our  County,  That  their  deep  Poverty 
abounded  to  the  Riches  of  their  Liberality .  (6') 
—Our  INFIRMARY  grew  up  as  a  tender 

D  Plant, 

la)  Col,  iii,  15,  (ftPf.lv,  14.  (c)  2  Cor  ,  viii.  2, 
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Plant,  and  as  a  Root  out  of  a  dry  Ground ,  fa) 
and  muft  have  wither'd  away  for  Lack  of 
Moijlure ,  had  not  God,  the  good  Hufbandman, 
caus’d  the  Dew  of  his  Heavenly  Benediction  to 
fall  upon  it ;  yea,  fent  a  plentiful  Rain,  (b)  the 
liberal  Contributions  of  (c)  charitable  Bene¬ 
factors,  upon  his  Inheritance,  to  refrefh  and 
confirm  it,  when  it  was  weary. 

But  behold  further  the  marvelous  Loving- 
Kind  nefs  of  God  to  this  his  Vine !  Scarce  had 
it  well  taken  Root,  but  the  (d\  Boar  out  of  the 

Wood, 


M  Ifai.Iiii.  2.  (It)  Pf.  Ixvlii,  9. 

M  A  Lift  of  the  principal  Benefa&ors,  whofe  Names  are 
fixed  up  in  the  Governors  Room. 

3  74 3  Ur.  Newton  (being  Part  of  the 

Charity- Money  left  to  his  Difpofal  by  Knightley 
D"  Anvers,  Efq;) 

1743  William  Cartwright,  Efq;  Aynho, 

174 6  Right  Hon.  Countefs  Gower  (being  Part  of' 
the  Money  left  by  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas ,  C  300  o  o 
late  Eari  of  Thane  t,  for  Charitable  Ufes)  \ 

1746  Unknown  Perfon,  by  James  Stonhoufe,  M.  D.  50  o  o 

1747  Right  Hon.  James,  Earl  of  Northampton,  100  o  o 
1747  Mrs.  Elwes  of  Ckijwick,  by  Mr.  Palmer  of  7 

Eft  on,  S  200  0  0 

1747  Wm.  Stratford,  L.  L.  D.  (CommifTary  of? 

the  Archdeaconry  of  Richmond)  3  100  0  0 

1748  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crifp,  late  of  Dornford,  in? 

Com’  Oxon\  by  her  Will,  j  200  0  o 

1748  Sir  Edmund  JJham,  Bart,  at  the  Requeli  of? 

his  Lady,  Dame  Elizabeth  IJham,  deceas’d,  $  5°  0  0 

*748  John  Ship  ton,  Efq;  of  London ,  Surgeon,? 
by  his  Will,  °  £  5°  o  o 

1749  Unknown  Benefa&or,  by  four  Bank  Notes? 

put  into  the  Poor’s  Box,  £  95  0  0 


150  o  ,o 
5  2  10  o 


(d)  Pf.  lxxx.  13. 


1347  10  O 
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Woody  and  the  Wild  Beafis  oj  the  Field ,  threaten'd 
to  wafte  and  devour  it.  Soon  after  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  this  Defign,  an  nmiatural 
Rebellion  breaking  out  in  the  Northern  Part  of 
our  Ifland,  threaten’d  us  with  the  dreadful 
Profped  of  an  inteftine  War,  wherein  the 
Foundations  both  of  our  Civil  and  Religious 
Conftitution  might  have  been  call  down .  Nor 

could  our  INFIRMARY  exped  long  to  furvive 
the  general  Defolation :  So  that  in  the  next  Age 
perhaps  it  might  have  been  afk’d  concerning  This 
as  well  as  feveral  other  good  Inftitutions  now 
fubfifting  among  us,  What  hath  the  Righteous 
done?  (a)  In  this  important,  this  perilous 
Jundure,  let  it  be  for  ever  remember’d,  becaufe 
the  Remembrance  of  it  will  forever  refled  Honour 
upon  this  County ,  that  our  Nobles ,  our  Rulers ,  and 
the  Reft  oft  our  People ,  like  truly  Chriftian  and 
truly  EngliftJj  Patriots,  Every  One  with  one  of  his 
Hands  wrought  in  the  Work  of  railing  our 
INFIRMARY,  and  with  the  other  Hand  held 
a  Weapon  ( b )  for  the  Defence  of  his  Religion 
and  Liberties.— And  what  Power  could  with- 
ftand  Weapons  in  thofe  Hands,  which  had  been 
fo  geqeroufly  ftretched  out  in  diftributing  to  the 
Sick  Poor  ?  What  mighty  Shield  or ftlrong  Spear 
could  fo  powerfully  fight  for  us  a  gain  ft  our  Enemies , 
as  Treafure  laid  out  (in  this  Charity)  according 
to  the  Commandments  of  the  Mofi  High?  (c) 
And  as  the  like  generous  Difpofition  exerted 

D  2  itfelf 

(a)  Pf.  xi.  3,  ( b )  Neh.  iv,  17.  (r)  Ecclus.xxix,  11,  13. 


'  (  H  ) 

itfelf  in  a  great  Variety  of  fuch  Works  of 
Mercy  in  many  other  Parts  of  the  Nation  at 
this -Time,  may  we  not  in  a  good  meafure 
afcribe  it  to  this  Caufe,  that  after  the  Rebel- 
Army,  flufh’d  with  its  Succeffes,  had  defperately 
penetrated  almoft  into  the  Heart  of  this  Land, 
and  were  advancing  towards  our  Borders,  God 
put  his  Hook  into  their  Nofe ,  and  his  Bridle  into 
their  Lips,  and  on  a  hidden  find  them  back  by 
the  Way  by  which  they  came  ?  (<?)  May  we  not 
fay.  That  the  Alms  of  our  People  and  the 
Prayers  of  the  Diftreffed  reliev'd  by  them  in 
purs  and  the  fevera}  other  INFIRMARIES  of 
this  Kingdom  coming  up  for  a  Memorial  before 
God ,  engag’d  him  to  reftrain  the  Enemy  from 
ravaging  our  Territories  $  and  that  the  Blind  and 
the  Lame ,  (b)  even  the  Sick  Poor  (in  Effedt) 
guarded  our  Forts,  and  Capital-Towns  (Fhat 
efpecially  wherein  we  are  now  affembled)  from 
Affaults,  which  might  have  prov’d  fatal  to  the 
wealthieft  and  mofl  vigorous  of  Thofe,  who 
were  the  Promoters  of  fuch  pious  Eftablifh- 

mems  ? 

* 

And  fince  God,  by  thefe  repeated  Interpo- 
fitions  of  his  Providence  in  Favour  of  our 
INFIRMARY,  has  made  it  appear  to  be  his 
Work,  what  great  Encouragement  have  we  to 
hope.  That  the  Beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God 
will  dill  be  upon  us,  to  eflablijh  the  Work  of  our 
Hands  for  her  further  Succefs  and  Proiperity  ? 

'  Of 

{ff)  liki,  xxxvii,  29,  [b]  2  San$.  vif  » 


\ 
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Of  this  indeed  we  can  make  no  reafonable 
Doubt,  if  we  fincerely  and  diligently  ufe  all 
fuch  lawful  Means,  as,  in  Human  Appearance, 
are  mod  likely  to  accomplilh  this  Undertaking  : 
And  what  thefe  are,  I  lhall  now  beg  Leave* 
under  my  fecond  general  Head,  to  propofe  to 
your  Confideration. 

Now  the  firft  and  principal  of  thefe 

undoubtedly  is  EARNEST  PRAYER  to  God, 

That  he  would  guide  us  by  his  unerring  Wifdom’ 

and  further  us  with  his  continual  Help  and  Bleffing 

in  all  our  Endeavours  on  the  Behalf  of  this 

Charity. 

✓ . 

And  having  thus  implor’d  the  all- wife 
Direction,  and  all-powerful  Afiiftance  of 
Heaven,  we  mull  proceed  in  the  next  Place  to 
quicken  and  improve  in  our  own  Souls  a  fervent 
Defire  and  Affection  for  this  pious  Work.  For 
this  Purpofe,  it  will  behove  us  frequently  to  let 
before  our  Minds  in  the  ftrongeil  Point  of  View 
the  many  excellent  Things ,  which  may  juflly  be 
fpoken  of  this  Inffitution ;  thereby  to  convince 
our  Judgments  of  the  Defireablenefs,  and  to 
raife  our  Inclinations  for  the  promoting  of  it. 

And  indeed  fo  powerful,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  fo  obvious  are  the  Arguments,  which 
may  be  urg’d  on  this  Head ;  fo  great  is  their 
Goodnefs ,  Jo  great  is  their  Beauty ,  that  they 
flafh  Convidtion  upon  the  Soul,  offer  an  agree¬ 
able  Violence  to  the  Human  Heart,  attachin°r 

it 
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it  by  every  Inducement,  that  can  influence  a 
Being  fenfible  of  Religious  and  Social  Obligation^ 
F  0  produce  thofe  jlrong  Reafons  at  large ,  after 
what  has  been  deliver'd  by  my  Predeceftors  in 
this  Office,  would  be  fuperfluous,  I  fhall  reft 
the  Whole  upo n,Tbaty  which  naturally  grows 
out  of  my  prefent  Subjedt,  and  which  indeed 
(if  it  flood  alone)  muft  prevail  upon  all  Rational 
Creatures,  viz.  That  it  is  God’s  Work ,  agree- 
able  to  his  Will,  recommended  by  his  Example, 
enjoin'd  by  his  Commands,  and  will  be  im~ 
menfely  rewarded  by  his  Bounty.  To  join 
therefore  in  it  is  to  be  (a)  Labourers  together 
with ,  and  {< b )  Followers  (or  [c)  Imitaters)  of 
Gody  the  Standard  of  all  Excellency.  It  is 
to  firive,  by  a  laudable  Ambition,  to  be  (fl )  like 
the  Mojl  High ,  (<?)  and  perfect ,  even  as  our 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven  is  perfect :  (f) 
Efpecially  to  refemble  him  in  that  moft  endear¬ 
ing  Property,  whereby  he  is  (g)  The  Father  of 
Mercies ,  and  the  God  of  all  Comfort. 

As  thefe  and  fudh-like  Reflections  will 
neeeffarily  kindle  in  our  Breafts  a  true  Zeal  for 
this  good  Work,  we  muft  then  let  that  Zeal 
produce  the  f)  Labour  of  Love ;  even  the 

vigorous 

{a)  1  Cor.  in.  9.  {b)  Eph-.v.  1 ,  (c)  M tptfj&Y.  (d)  Ifai.xiv,  14. 

(e)  Hamer  reprelents  Humanity  to  Strangers  in  general,  which 
bolds  more  Itrongly  with  regard  to  fuch  as  are  tick,  &c,  as  a 
Sign  of  a  Godlike  Difpofition, 

:/Hs  (pthot'c-ivci,  <r<ptv  Noo?  iti  (3s si<Pnt. 

Odyff.  N.  V.  202. 

(f)  Math.  v.  48.  (g)  z  Cor.  i.  3.  (b)  Heb.  vi.  10. 
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vigorous  Purfuit  of  all  other  proper  Methods  of 
actually  promoting  this  Edablifhnaent. — To 
point  out  thefe  Methods,  I  need  only  refer  you 
to  thofe  Rules  of  Adtion,  by  which  you  have 
already  rais’d  the  Reputation  of  this  INFIR¬ 
MARY  to  the  highed  Pitch.  So  that  what 
may  teem  to  be  a  Prefcnbmg  to  your  Condudt 
for  the  future,  will  (inEffedt)  be  an  {a)  Eulogy 
upon  it  with  regard  to  the  Time  pad. 

And  here  your  own  Experience  mud  have 
convinced  you,  that  the  Succefs  you  have  met 
with  hitherto  in  carrying  on  this  Work  has  been 
owing  to  vour  Obfervance  of  the  compendious 
Diredtions  ueliver  d  by  St.  Paul,  j  Having  then 
Gifts  differing  according  to  the  Grace  that  is 
given  to  us,  whether  Minifry ,  Peaching ,  or 
Exhortation  -,  i.  e.  (when  apply’d  to  our  prefent 
Purpofe)  the  Office  of  Adminidering  in  Spiri¬ 
tual  Concerns  to  Patients  in  our  INFIRMARY; 
let  us,  who  are  the  Lovers  of  SOULS,  wait 
on  that  Mini  fry.  Teaching,  and  Exhortation, 
carefully  improving  the  tender  Seafons  of  Addreis 
to  make  favourable  lmprefions  on  the  Soul 
when  fuppled  by  Afflidtion ;  and  to  ufe  the 
Powers  ol  the  Gofpel  (c)  for  DoSlrine,  for 
Reproof,  for  CorreSlion,  for  InfruBion  in 
Righteoufnefs.  Again,  (d)  If  any  Man  giveth 

(as 

(a)  tnonet  ut  facias,  quod  tu  facts,  ipfe  monendo 
Laudai ,  et  Hortatu  comprobat  Ada  fuo. 

Ovid.  Trill.  Lib.  5.  El.  14.  V.  ult, 

(b)  Rom  xii.  6.  (r)  2  Tim,  iii.  16.  (d)  v.  S. 
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(as  a  Subfcriber  or  Benefactor  to  this  Eftabliffi- 
ment)  let  him  do  it  with  Simplicity ,  or  (as  the 
Word  ( a )  elfewhere  Signifies)  Liberality ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Apocryphal  Writer’s  Advice,  (b) 
If  thou  hajl  Abundance ,  give  Alms  accordingly . 
If  thou  hajl  but  a  little ,  be  not  afraid  to  give 
according  to  that  Little  :  For  thou  layejl  up  a 
good  Freafure  jor  thyfelf  againft  the  Day  of 
Necefty . 

To  proceed.— Let  him  that  rulethy  or  prefideth 
over  the  Oeconomy  of  this  Charity  in  any 
Refpeft,  difcharge  his  Province  with  Diligence . 
— Fie  that  (hewethMercy ,  either  by  administering 
Medicianl  Advice,  or  by  performing  any  Manual 
Operation,  or  yielding  any  other  (c)  Helps ,  (d) 
or  Affiftance  neceftary  to  the  Comfort  of  the 
Patients,  let  him  do  it  with  Chearfulnefs ;  and 
(give  me  Leave  to  add)  with  all  proper  Tender- 
nefs  to  the  unhappy  Perfons,  who  are  the  Objects 
of  his  Care  5  as  if  we  were  even  in  a  Natural 
( what  the  Apoftle  fays  we  are  in  a  Spiritual) 
Relation,  Every  One  Members  one  of  another .  [e) 

But  befides  the  Influence  of  our  Example, 
we  mu  ft  apply  that  of  Perfuafion  to  all  within 
the  Circle  of  our  Friendfhip  and  Acquaintance 
to  (f)  provoke  them  like  wife  unto  Love  and  to 
good  Works.  If,  upon  hearing  our  Good  evil 
fpoken  of  they  have  conceiv'd  unfavourable 

Notions 

(a)  2  Cor.  viii.  2 .  and  cb,  viii.  2.  ( b )  Tob.  iv.  8,  9. 

(c)  1  Cor.  xii.  28.  (d)  See  Bp.  FelCs  Notes  on  the  Place* 

\e)  Rom.  xii.  8.  (f)  Heb.  x.  24. 
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Notions  of  this  Charity,  we  muff  endeavour  to 
remove  their  unreafonable  Prejudices.  Truth 
and  Juftice  will  fupport  us  in  pleading  the  real 
Excellency  of  the  Defign  itfelf*  and  Candour 
prompt  us  to  apologize  for  any  little  Errors  that 
may  have  been  committed  by  the  Inftruments 
more  immediately  concern’d  in  the  Execution 
of  it.  And,  upon  an  Application  thuscircum- 
ftanced,  what  impartial  Perfon  of  Ability  can 
refufe  having  FeUowfhip  with  us  in  promoting 
this  Foundation,  when  they  plainly  perceive. 
That  (a)  our  Fellow  (hip  is  with  the  Father ,  even 
God,  whofe  Work  we  are  carrying  on  with  a 
perfect  Heart,  and  with  a  willing  Mind? 

Having  thus  pointed  out  thofe  Methods 
which  more  immediately  conduce  to  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  this  Charity,  I  beg  Leave  further 
to  recommend  fome  iecondary  Means,  which 
may  be  fubfervient  to  the  putting  the  former 
more  effectually  in  Execution :  And  thefe  are 
Induftry,  Providence,  and  Frugality. 

St.  Paul's  Precept,  tho’  directed  immediately 
to  Thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  Stealing,  mult 
yet  be  fuppos’d  virtually  to  extend  to  All  Others, 
who  are  to  depend  upon  their  own  Endeavours, 
the  Sweat  of  their  Brows,  and  the  Ingenuity  of 
their  Minds  for  their  Subfiftence,  ( b )  Float  they 
labour ,  working  with  their  Hands  the  Thing  that 
is  good,  that  (after  having  (c)  provided  for  their 
own ,  efpecially  thofe  of  their  own  Houfe )  they 


M  1  John  i,  3,  (l)  Eph,  iv.  28.  (c)  1  Tim.  v.  8, 
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may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth .  And  what 
furer  Way  can  the  induftrious  Artifan  or 
Hufbandman  take  to  procure  a  Bleffing  upon 
his  Worldly  Concerns,  than  by  direding  a 
Portion  of  his  Gains,  (a)  according  as  God  has 
proffer'd  him ,  to  the  Relief  of  the  Sick  Poor, 
on  whofe  Behalf  the  Almighty  Proprietor  of 
the  Univerfe,  who  {b)  alone  giveth  Power  to  get 
Wealth ,  has  engag’d  his  Veracity,  That  what  is 
thus  given  to  them,  (c)  he  will  repay  the  Giver 
of  it  again  ?  A  Promife  relative  both  to  the 
Life  that  now  is,  and  to  that  which  is  to  come  ! 
For  (d)  He  that  thus  honour eth  the  Lord  with  his 
Subfiance ,  and  with  the  Fir f -Fruits  of  his 
Increafe ,  his  Barns  floall  be  fill'd  with  Plenty , 
and  his  Preffes  (hall  burfi  out  with  new  Wine . 
He  {ball  receive  an  hundredf  old ,  a  large  Increafe 
of  Temporal  Bleffings  ( e )  in  this  World ,  and  in 
the  next  (kail  inherit  everlafiing  Life. 

Great  Numbers  indeed  are  ready  to  plead 
the  Narrownefs  of  their  Circumflances,  as  an 
Excufe  for  their  not  contributing  to  thefe 
Charities.  But,  if  we  examine  Things  aright, 
we  (hall  generally  find  thefe  Pretences  to  have 
no  juft  Foundation.  If  we  take  a  View  of  that 
Rank  in  Life,  wherein  the  Lot  of  the  greater 
Part  of  Mankind  is  caft,  we  (hall  find  but  few, 
who  do  not  poflefs  more  than  what  in  their 
own  Opinion  is  requifite  for  the  Subfiftence  of 

them- 

(a)  iC or.  xvi.  2.  {b)  Deut.  viii.  18.  (c)  Prov.  xix.  17. 

[d)  its ov.  iii.  9i  to .  (#)  Math.  xix.  29.  and  xxv.  40. 
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themfelves,  and  of  thofc  whom  the  Laws  of 
God  and  Man  oblige  them  to  provide  for: 
Which  appears  from  this  plain  Evidence,  That 
they  commonly  find  more  or  lefs  to  expend 
upon  fome  fiiperfluous  at  leaft,  if  not  vicious 
Article  of  Life.  Now  this  is  the  Brand  we 
would  pluck  out  oj  the  Fire :  This  is  the  Pittance 
we  would  have  devoted  to  God,  and  to  the 
Relief  of  his  afflifted  Servants,  which  would 
other  wile  be  fquander’d  away  upon  the  Vanities 
of  the  World  to  no  good  Eflfedt ;  or  be  confum’d 
in  the  Service  of  Sin  and  the  Devil  to  a  very  bad 
one.  And  if  thefe  Perfons  will  be  fo  wile  and 
kind  to  themfelves,  as  to  comply  with  this 
Intimation ,  they  may  make  a  double  Improve¬ 
ment  of  their  Mite :  They  may  fecure  their 
own  Virtue,  while  they  relieve  the  Wants  of 
their  Brethren ;  and  lay  out  that  for  reftoring 
the  Health  of  their  poor  Sick  Neighbour,  which 
otherwife  probably  they  would  waite  in  deftroying 
their  own. 

But  tho’  the  Duties  I  am  now  recommending 
may  feem  more  peculiarly  calculated  for  the 
inferior  Clafles  of  Mankind  ;  yet  they  are  by 
no  means  improper,  nay,  will  be  found  very 
requifite  for  enabling  Perfons  in  a  higher  Sphere 
to  profecute  this  Work  of  the  Lord  before  us. 
I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  mifunderftood,  as  if  I 
meant  to  fend  the  Great  and  Noble  of  this 
World  to  cultivate  their  Paternal  Eftates  by  their 
own  Labour,  or  to  burthen  them  with  the 

E  2  .  rigorous 
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rigorous  Injunction  of  rijing  early ,  and  late 
faking  their  Red,  and  eating  the  Bread  of  Care - 
julnefst  without  enjoying  the  plentiful  Accom¬ 
modations,  the  elegant  Embellifhments,  and 
the  refin’d  Pleafures  of  High  Life.  All  that  I 
intend  is  in  general  to  affert,  and  to  call  upon 
the  Experience  of  all  Ages  to  confirm  my 
Aflertion,  That  without  a  proper  Infpedtion  into 
the  State  of  a  Man’s  private  Affairs,  and  fome 
Degree  of  Oeconomy  in  adjufting  his  Expences 
thereunto,  the  mod  opulent  Circumftances  will 
be  fo  far  from  qualifying  him  to  (a)  love  and  fhew 
Mercy ,  that  they  will  not  afford  him  the  Means 
of  difcharging  a  Duty  of  prior  Obligation,  even 
to  do  juft ly>  and  (b)  to  render  to  All  their  Dues . 

The  Demands  upon  a  Fortune  requiiite  to 
fupport  the  Poffeffor  thereof  in  a  Figure  fuitable 
to  his  Rank  during  his  Life,  and  to  make  a 
proper  Provifion  for  Thofe  whom  he  may  leave 
behind  him  when  he  dies  ^  the  Sums  which  the 
(r)  Liberal  Man  may  further  expend  in  devifmg 
liberal  Things ;  in  Adds  of  Munificence  and  the 
Ornaments  of  Civil  Life ;  in  Hofpitality  to  his 
Neighbours ;  in  Generofity  towards  Merit  in 
Want ;  or  in  Charity  upon  the  greatly  Diftrefs’d 
in  INFIRMARIES  5  in  fliort,  All  that  is 
requir’d  for  providing  (d)  whatfoever  Things  are 
honeft)  whatfoever  Things  are  jujl ,  whatfoever 
Things  are  pure ,  whatfoever  Things  are  lovely ? 

what- 

(<z)  Micah  vi.  8.  {&)  Rom.  xiii.  7.  (c)  Ifal.  xxxii. 
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whatfoever  Things  are  of  good  Report ,  may  be 
afcertain’d,  and  anfwer’d  by  proper  Appoint¬ 
ments.  But  the  Devaluations  oceafion’d  in  a 
Fortune  by  the  lupine  Negligence  and  Incogi- 
tancy,  but  efpecially  by  the  vicious  Extravagances 
of  its  Owner,  fall  not  under  the  Power  of 
Calculation ;  and  therefore  can  have  no  adequate 
Fund  to  lupport  them.  They  are  like  the 
Cravings  of  (a)  Hell  and  the  Grave ,  equally 
dark  and  infatiable. — And  if  I  fhould  purfue 
the  Allufion,  and  compare  the  Condition  of  the 
Carelefs  Ones  immers’d  in  Sloth  and  Debauchery 
to  that  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  dreary  Regions, 

I  fhould  be  juftified  by  the  Holy  Scripture, 
which  in  its  elevated  Style  calls  the  Senfualifts, 
(£)  who  live  in  Pleafure ,  dead  while  they  live — — 
Dead  undoubtedly  they  are  to  all  rational  and 
virtuous  Purpofes — Dead  to  thofe  generous 
Sympathies,  and  (to  ufe  the  bold  but  expreffive 
Metaphor  of  an  (c)  inlpir’d  Writer)  that  Sound* 
ing  of  Bowels ,  and  of  Mercies ,  which  to  be 
capable  of  Feeling  is  one  of  the  nobleft  Prero¬ 
gatives  of  our  Nature — Finally,  dead  to  the 
exquifite  Pleafure  of  communicating  Happinefs 
to  others ;  a  Pleafure  far  furpaffing  all  that  their 
idolatrous  Votaries  can  receive  from  the  Luft  of 
the  Fle(h ,  the  Luft  of  the  Eyes ,  and  the  Pride  of 

Life . 

But 


ip)  Prov.  xxvii,  20,  and  xxx.  16 ,  {l>)  1  Tim.  v.  6. 

{c)  Ifai.  lxiii.  15. 
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But  fuppofe  fome Sparks  of  generous  Com¬ 
panion,  unextinguifh'd  by  a  Coorfe  of  Self- 
Indulgence  and  effeminate  Luxury,  fhould  ftrive 
to  exert  themfelves  in  the  Soul  of  the  abandon'd 
Voluptuary;  yet,  alas!  when  he  would  carry 
his  feeble,  half- form'd  Purpofes  into  Execution^ 
he  finds  his  Funds  either  exhauited  by  his  paft 
Vices  and  Follies,  or  ftrongly  pre-engag'd  for 
the  Support  of  fome  new  ones.  A  wanton 
Harlot  perhaps,  ( a )  whofe  Lips  drop  a %  a  Honey - 
Comb ,  and  her  Mouth  is  [moot her  than  Oil \  mu  ft 
be  gratify 'd  with  (b)  coftly  Prefonts,  fumptuous 
Apparel,  and  a  fplendid  Equipage.  Or  perad- 
venture  a  Set  of  Foreign  Minftrels,  *  or  a 
promifcuous  Midnight  Affembly,  where  (c)  the 
Adulterer  difguifeth  his  Facey  claims  his  promis'd 
Patronage,  and  very  liberal  Encouragement, 
Or  lafily,  (as  (d)  the  Locufts  deflrofd  what  the 
preceding  Plagues  had  left  in  Egypt)  fo  probably 
the  next  Hour  is  by  Appointment  to  deliver^  over 
as  a  Prey  to  Men,  who  by  their  Slight  ( e)  and  cunning 
Crajtintfs  he  in  wait  to  deceive  •  where  the 
Call  of  a  Lot  fhall  fweep  away  the  Remnant  of 
his  Fortune  that  (hould  be  Cav'd,  like  a  driving 
Storm,  or  a  mercilefs  overflowing  Deluge.  So 

that 


(a)  Prov.  v.  3. 

{o)  Dedecorum  preiiofus  Emptor  !  Hor. 

(r)  Job  xxiv.  15.  (d)  Exod.  x.  15. 

fo  Eph.  iv.  15.  The  Englijh  Reader  will  more  clearly  conceive 
the  Propriety  of  this  Paffage  of  Scripture,  as  here  apply’d9 
when  he  is  inform’d.  That  the  Greek  Word,  which  we  render 
Slight ,  is  deriv'd  from  another  in  the  fame  Language,  which 
figmfies  a  Cube,  or  Dice.  ’Ey  t m  KTBEIA. 
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that  when  one  furveys  a  plentiful  Eftate  labour¬ 
ing  under  any,  or  all  of  thefe  fore  Evils,  what 
other  Idea  can  it  raiie  in  our  Minds,  than  that 
exhibited  in  the  lively  Defcripticn  of  the  Prophet, 
( a )  The  Land  is  as  the  Garden  of  Eden  ‘before, 
them ;  but  behind  them  a  defolate  Wildernefs ; 
yea,  and  nothing  fall  efcape  them  ?— In  this 
calamitous  Situation  of  his  Patron’s  Affairs,  his 
honeft  Tradelman  muff  return  from  his  Attend¬ 
ance  with  an  empty  Hand,  and  an  Heart, 
which  (b)  Hope  long  deferrd  has  made  fick  : 
Much  more  muft  his  poor  Neighbour  continue 
pining  away  at  his  Gate  with  a  decay’d  Confti- 
tution,  or  with  (c)  Wounds  that  have  not  been 
clos'd,  neither  bound  up,  nor  mollify  d  with  Oint¬ 
ment  ;  in  fhort,  deftitute  of  all  Relief,  but  what 
the  Dogs ,  more  compaffionate  than  their  Lord, 
afford  him,  by  (d )  coming  and  licking  his  Sores. _ 

—  But,  if  not  for  the  Sake  of  Charity,  and 
for  the  Honour  of  our  common  Nature,"  yet  to 
fpare  our  own  Hearts  the  painful  Refledion, 
let  us  draw  a  Veil  over  this  Pidure  of  Horror 
and  Deformity  ;  and  relieve  our  Minds  with  a 
more  pleafing  Scene ;  a  View  of  the  Characters 
of  thofe  illuflrious  and  truly  worthy  Perfons, 
who  are  here  affembled,  as  Overfeers  of  "the 
Lord’s  Work,  the  Public  INFIRMARY 
among  us.-— Perfons,  who,  tho1  of  the  moll 
diftinguifh’d  Rank  and  Fortunes,  yet  feem 

willing 

{a)  Joel  ii.  3.  {jb)  Prov.  xiii. 

(d)  Lukexvi.  21. 
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( c )  ifai.  i.  6, 
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Willing  to  found  their  Claim  to  the  fuperior 
Honours  they  receive  from  Mankind  upon  the 
foie  Title  of  Pre-eminence  in  Virtue.— Perions* 
who  by  their  Actions  demonftrate  to  the  World 
their  juft  Sente  of  the  Obligations  they  lye  under 
to  fill  up  with  Dignity  and  Propriety  the  feveral 
Characters  they  fuftain  in  Life.  As  Men — (a) 
to  be  deeply  interefted  in  all  the  natural 
AffeCtions  and  Duties  of  Humanity.  As 
Gentlemen— to  let  the  Influence  of  their  Virtues 
be  as  confpicuous  as  their  Station. — And  as 
Chrijlians ,  Difciples  of  the  moft  benevolent 
Redeemer  of  Mankind,  to  be  powerfully 
actuated  ( b )  by  the  Love ,  excited  by  the 
Example,  and  bound  by  the  Commands  of 
their  Lord,  (c)  to  be  rich  in  good  Works ,  ready 
to  di /tribute ,  willing  upon  all  Occafions  to  com¬ 
municate  $  efpeciallv  to  deliver  from  Pain,  Sick- 
nefs,  and  Neceflity,  the  (d)  Soul  of  the  Needy , 
when  he  crieth ,  the  Poor  alfo ,  and  him  that  hath 
no  Helper . 

And  may  we  not  reafonably  hope,  that  others 
of  the  fame  high  Rank  and  Ability  will,  at  the 
Sight  of  fuch  amiable  and  popular  Virtue,  be 
fir’d  with  a  laudable  Ambition  to  do  good 
likewife  ?  That  even  Fafhion,  the  ordinary 
Prompter  to  Vice  and  Folly,  will  in  this  Cafo 

make 

*a)  Homo  fum  :  Humani  nihil  a  me  alienum  put  a. 

Ter.  Heaut.  Ac.  i.  Sc.  i. 

[h)  This  I  take  to  be  the  Import  of  the  Verb  Syri#*  in 
2  Cor.  v.  14  here  referr’d  to. 

(c)  1  Tim.  vi.  v8,  (d)  Pf.  Ixxii,  12. 


.  (  37') 

make  Profelytes  to  Humanity  and  Beneficence  ? 

—Or  rather,  when  we  refledt  upon  the  noble 
and  generous  Sentiments  fuch  Perfons  commonly 
imbibe  in  their  Youth,  and,  by  the  Affiftance 
of  liberal  Studies  and  the  belt  Converfation, 
cultivate  them  in  the  following  Parts  of  Life, 
may  we  not  with  fome  Degree  of  Afiurance 
pronounce,  That  they  will  be  mov'd  by 
Confiderations  of  a  higher  Nature,  and  fuch  as 
will  make  their  Charity  a  reafonable  Service ; 
that  (to  ufe  the  emphatical  Language  of  the 
( ci )  Prophet)  they  will  be  drawn  by  the  Cords  of 
a  Man ,  and  the  Bands  of  Love ;  -byj  the  Con- 
vidfion  of  their  own  proper  Judgment;  and  the 
genuine  Impulfe  of  their  own  Heart,  to  concur 
in  this  Work  of  the  Lord  before  us  ? 

But  with  Hill  greater  Confidence  of  Succefs 
does  our  INFIRMARY  implore  the  favourable 
Regards  of  that  Part  of  our  Species,  who  feem 
endow’d  by  Nature  with  a  larger  Share  of 
benevolent  Affedtions,  and  generally  improve  it 
by  a  more  foft  and  refin’d  Education.  Ye 
Daughters  of  BRITAIN!  on  whofe  outward 
Form  Heaven  has  imprefs’d  the  faireft  Traces  of  its 
own  vifible  Image  a?2d  Superfcription ,  thereby 
intimating  to  you,  that  in  your  Breafts,  as  in 
their  proper  Sandtuary,  every  Grace  and  every 
Virtue,  efpecially  f)  Charity ,  the  very  Bond  of 
Perfedinejs ,  fhould  always  refide  !  Had  you 
been  born  in  fome  Foreign  Climes,  where 

F  Super- 


C a )  Hofea  xi,  4.  {b)  Co!,  iii,  140 
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Superftition  has  made  the  Service  of  Religion, 
grievous,  by  impofing  fuch  Reftridions,  as 
neither  God  nor  IN  ature  require  at  our  Hands  • 
many  of  the  inoft  tender  and  delicate  among 
you,  with  rough  and  uncouth  Apparel  girded 
upon  your  Loins,  and  bare-footed,  might  have 
been  oblig’d  to  perform  in  Perfon  the  moft 
irkfome  ana  difagreeable  Offices  to  the  Sick, 
But  you  are  fo  happy,  as  to  live  under  a  more 
rational  and  ingenuous  Difpenfation ;  a  Religious 
Eftablifhment,  which  verifies  our  Saviour's 
Declaration,  That  ( a )  his  Yoke  is  eajy,  benign, 
and  gracious,  and  his  Burden  light .  She  exacts 
no  unreafonable  Severities  from  you  f  does  not 
command  you  to  (b)  break  of  the  Golden  Ear- 
Rings  from  your  Ears ;  to  Rrip  yourfelves  of 
your  Scarlet  and  other  Delights ,  which  your 
iuperior  Rank  in  Life  may  authorize  you  to 
wear :  Only  fhe  inculcates  it  upon  you,  that 
you  place  not  your  chief  Glory  in  (c)  that 
outward  Adorning  of  Plaiting  the  Hair ,  and  of 
Wearing  of  Gold ,  and  of  putting  on  of  Apparel*, 
but  that  it  be  in  the  hidden  Man  of  the  Hearty 
in  that  which  is  not  corruptible ,  even  the  Orna¬ 
ment  of  a  meek  and  quiet ,  charitable  and  bene¬ 
volent  Spirit ,  which  is  in  the  Sight  of  God  of 
great  Price .  She  difpenfes  indeed  with  your 
adual  Adminiftering  to  the  Sick  in  our  INFIR¬ 
MARIES;  but,  in  Return  for  this  Indulgence, 
may  fhe  not  exped  you  will  think  yourfelves 

*  J  oblig’d 

W  Math,  xi.  30.  [h)  Exod,  xxxii.  2,  (V)  1  Peto  iii.  3,  4, 
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oblig’d  to  contribute  towards  the  providing  of 
others,,  who  may  attend  continually  on  this  very 
Thing ?  And  may  the  not  juftly  allure  herfelf. 
That  no  Calls  tor  the  gratifying  of  imaginary 
W ants,  or  the  providing  of  fafhionable  Super¬ 
fluities,  will  interfere  with,  or  prevent  your 
fulfilling  thefe  her  fo  reafonable  Expectations  ? 
That  nothing  will  divert  you  from  copying  the 
fair  Example  of  that  pure  and  undejil'd Religion, 
which  fhone  forth  in  the  good  and  godly  Matrons 
of  Old,  whofe  Praife  is  in  the  Scripture,  That 
by  every  In  fiance  of  Mercy  (a)  they  reliev'd  the 
Afflicted,  and  diligently  follow'd  every  good 
Work.  By  thefe  Means  alone  you  will  fully 
anfwer  the  gracious  End  for  which  the  Creating 
Hand  of  Providence  at  fir  ft  form’d  you  :  You 
will  be  an  (l?)  Help  and  Comfort ;  yea.  Heaven’s 
laft,  and  belt  Worldly  Gift  to  Man. — By  thefe 
Means  you  will  fanCtify  the  Ufe,  and  fecure  to 
yourlelves  the  Continuance  and  Increafe  of 
thofe  Bleffings  of  Life  you  now  poffefs ;  and 
will  obtain  a  far  greater  Blefling  ftill,  even  the 
unutterable,  the  Heart-felt  Joy  arifing  from 
the  Reflection  on  paft  good  Deeds.  A  Joy 
permanent  as  it  is  great !  When  the  relentlefs 
Hand  of  Time  fhall  have  deftroy’d  the  Grace 
and  Fafhion  of  the  brighteft  Form,  blunted 
the  Edge  of  every  Senfe,  and  ftopt  up  the  Avenue 
of  every  Pleafure  from  without;  then  fhall  this 
Divine  Comforter  within  refrefh  the  Soul  with 

f  2  Abun- 

tfi)  I  Tim.  V.  I?.  [1)  Gen.  ii.  ig. 
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Abundance  of  Spiritual  Peace,  Complacency, 
•and  Delight — The  natural  Product  of  a  good 
Conference,  and  an  Hope  full  of  Immortality! 
The  natural  Prelude  to  a  jar  more  exceeding, 
“  an  (a)  incomparably  great,”  and  eternal 
Weight  of  Glory,  (b)  reserv’d  for  you  attheCon- 
cluiion  of  all  Things !  When  your  Spirits  united 
to  incorruptible  Bodies  fhall  attend  by  a  familiar 
Tranfition  to  a  Participation  of  the  An°-elic 
Nature — fhall  enter  the  Palace  of  the  Great 
King ; .  where  (c)  cloath'd  with  the  Garments  of 
Salvation ,  and  cover'd  with  the  Robes  of 
Right eoufnefs,  they  fhall  reign  in  (d)  Joy 
unjpeakable  and  jull  of  Glory  for  evermore, 

{a)  Thefe  Words  are  an  Improvement  made  in  our  common 
Engiijh^  Verfion  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hervey  in  his  Meditations , 
6th  Edit.  Vol.  II.  p.  37*  f  beg  Leave,  upon  this  Occaiion, 
to  recommend  that  excellent  Book  to  the  Reader’s  Perufal  ;  and 
my f elf  in  fome  Meafure  to  his  good  Opinion,  by  informing  him, 
that  I  am  honour’d  with  the  Friendihip  of  the  truly  pious  and 
ingenious  Author. 

For  a  full  Difplay  of  the  Beauty  and  Sublimity  of  this  Paffaee, 
fee  Blackball s  Sac.  Gaff.  p.  330. 

(£)  2  Cor.  iv.  1 7.  (c)  Ifai.  Ixi.  10.  [d)  1  Pet.  i.  3. 
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